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life of the couple, devoted to different intellectual interests,,
yet united by mutual understanding, may produce a relation-
ship morally far above the average. But the rules of the
moral life cannot be shaped in accordance with rare ex-
ceptions.

There is one case, of course, where woman must be allowed
the opportunity of getting her living by an occupation suited
to her powers, and of making herself useful to human society.
The unmarried woman, denied the functions of wife and
mother, must not be prevented from competing with men
in the field of labour, wherever the kind of activity does
not forbid. The prejudice that the intellectual capacity of
woman disqualifies her for certain higher kinds of employ-
ment is a particularly ill-founded argument. While the
exceptions to it as a rule are isolated instances, their
occurrence is sufficient to leave the decision of the question
to the existing state of competition. It would, however,
be unjust to apply a rule which may suit the majority to
those whom it would forbid the exercise of a profession
suited to their powers and useful to themselves and others.

Two conditions only may be posited as absolute, since
the cases which they do not afject are so contrary to
feminine nature that they can claim no privilege. Woman
should undertake no employment that exceeds her physical
force, and should avoid occupations to which her character
is opposed. Kinds of work that require great muscular
strength, extraordinary perseverance, suppression of the
feelings, and great energy of will are not made for woman,
whose physical organisation renders weakness and changes
of mood an unavoidable part of her nature, if she is to
remain woman. The existing social institutions ought not
to deny to those whose gifts are above the average the
right to pursue exceptional careers; but they, cannot assume
the task of making laws for exceptional natures. The